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PREFACE. 


Some  few  words  may  be  necessary  in  explanation  of 
the  motives  which  have  induced  this  addition  to  the 
library  of  Nile  literature. 

A  bronchial  affection  had  rendered  it  necessary  for 
the  Author  to  seek  a  warmer  winter  climate  than  our 
own ;  and  Lord  Londesborough^  with  the  kind  con- 
sideration of  an  old  friend,  having  given  him  the 
privilege  of  being  his  travelling  companion,  up  a 
river  whose  history  and  associations  had  always  been 
of  paramount  interest  to  him,  he  started  with  no 
other  idea  than  that  of  re-establishing  health,  and 
investigating,  for  his  own  instruction,  the  wondrous 
remains  of  early  art  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  During 
the  voyage,  sketches  and  notes  accumulated,  and 
appeared  at  last  to  assume  an  interest  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  compilation  of  this  Volume. 

Eschewing  elaborate  details  of  architectural  re- 
mains, which  have  been  abundantly  described  else- 
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the  conclusions  of  different  students^  some  one  must 
be  selected  as  a  guide^  and  none  are  characterised  by 
soimder  sense  than  Wilkinson. 

The  Illustrations  to  this  volume  have  been  selected 
from  more  than  two  hundred  sketches  made  on  the 
river  and  its  banks^  by  the  Author^  and  afterwards 
engraved  by  his  own  hand^  with  the  exception  of  the 
woodcuts,  which  having  been  drawn  upon  the  wood 
by  him,  were  very  carefully  executed  by  his  friend 
Mr.  Henry  Rimbault.  This  is  the  only  assistance, 
literary  or  artistic,  which  the  Author  has  received. 

The  Nile  traveller  will  do  the  book  and  its  author 
good  service,  by  noting  any  facts  that  may  be 
added  to  a  future  edition.  Its  great  and  only  aim 
is  to  be  useful  to  the  voyager — out  and  home  again ; 
and  to  be  truthful  to  those  who  consult  it  exclusively 
at  home. 
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VOTAGB  TO  ALEXANDRU.  18 

crowded  as  it  is  with  ships  of  all  nations.  Our  vessel 
is  now  boarded  by  shoals  of  dirty^  clamorous  natives^ 
all  eager  for  employ  in  porterage.  Such  passengers 
as  go  at  once  by  rail  to  Cairo^  en  route  to  the  East^ 
get  on  another  steamer^  which  carries  them  across 
the  harbour  to  the  railway.  Those  who  are  for 
Alexandria  only,  paddle  across  in  the  ''tubs''  of 
boats  which  are  on  hire,  and  so  to  the  Transit 
Wharf,  where  conveyances  belonging  to  the  hotels 
are  in  waiting  to  receive  them.  The  hotels  are  all 
in  the  Frank  quarter  at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
town ;  and  there  travellers  may  have  the  luxury  of  a 
night's  sleep  in  beds  unrocked  by  billows,  which  they 
will  be  well  able  to  appreciate  after  the  abominable 
cabin-life  of  a  ship. 
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wore  there.  The  noise^  dust^  and  confusion  exceeded 
nnything  I  had  ever  witnessed  before ;  and  it  was 
A  IK)iiitivo  relief  to  trot  out  of  the  enclosure  into 
tha  soft|  dusty  road,  and  so  proceed,  in  the  choking 
hoat|  toward  the  Uzbeekeah,  where  the  principal 
Kuropoau  hotels  are  situated. 
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271 


and  at  ten  p.m.,  as  I  wrote  my  daily  journal,  I  again 
heard  the  rain  pattering  on  the  roof  of  the  cabin ; 
and  as  I  looked  through  the  windows,  the  fitful 
gleams  of  moonlight,  succeeded  by  deep  darkness, 
gave  greater  vastness  to  solemn  Luxor. 
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are  slight  remains  of  early  buildings.  The  cataract 
is  a  succession  of  rapids  extending  over  some  miles^ 
but  possessing  less  remarkable  features  than  those 
we  have  contemplated  at  Philse. 

Thebes,  Edfou,  or  Philse  are  admirable  termina- 
tions to  a  Nile  voyage,  and  may  be  chosen  at  a  tra- 
veller's convenience ;  but  the  peculiarities  of  Abou- 
Simboul,  its  grandeur  and  its  colossal  sculpture, 
leave  it  without  a  rival  as  an  example  of  the  noble 
art  of  the  most  remarkable  nation  of  the  ancient 
world. 
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